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BRING ON THE BAND

Diagnosis: Baseball fever

Student-led winter showcase
set for Feb. 3-4

First baseball game at Freed
Hardeman (Term.) Feb. 17

VARIETY, PAGE 4
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Weber’s happy to stay
has new ideas
■

After learning last
week that he was passed over for
the presidency of Joliet Junior
College, Jerry Weber founc
himself somewhat relievec
Nominated for the
top spot in the country
oldest community college
Weber, president of Kankakee
Community College, made
to the final three candidates
He said he was “tom” but also
pleased to be a finalist,, saying
it speaks to the quality-of the
institution he represents.

mm

A battle is about to
be fought in Peotone over the
proposed location of a teen
group home in the middle of
a residential neighborhood.
Neighbors
are
opposed to the proposal from
property owner Ed Vincent
for the Aunt Martha’s Youth
Service Center to operate a
“rest home” for teens at a
vacant home he owns at 201
W. Crawford Street in the
north central part of town.
“We will never back
off,” said opponent Debbie
Sabey, who lives around the
comer from the property. “We
are not going away.”
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Foes line up against
group home
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Aaron Palm er gives Marc M cLain the aerial view o f the bottom o f his shoe w hile his partner Justin DiSandro holds
M cLain in place at Tiger Cham pionship W restling in Chalfant Hall on Jan. 27. McLain and his brother M att,aka"The
Flock, later defeated DiSandro and Palmer, aka."Ergo Am azingness/'The annual event, sponsored by M RL,attracted about 900 spectators this year, according to MRL president Jo e Lee. Scott Sargent/Staff

Recycling program begins
By Jenny Graves
News editor

Administrators placed
recycling bins in residential
facilities last Wednesday,
as promised, to increase
environmental responsibility.
Students may recycle
paper, plastic and aluminum,
but not glass.
The
recycling
Vincent is seeking committee found bins costing
a special use permit for the $99 per unit as well as a hauler,
home, for no more than eight United Disposal.
youths ages 14-18.
Every
day,
the
custodial staff will check bins,
and when full, take items
Your home
to a “central pick up point.”
away from home
Then, the physical plant staff
will take items to a central
recycling area on campus,
where United Disposal will
To subscribe, call
then arrive to haul recyclables
off the grounds.
(815)937-3322.
The
recycling
Student & online-only
committee
planned
to
purchase
rates available

bins prior to the fall semester, the committee was asking
but according to Vice President recycling plants to come to
of Student Development Walter the university and haul items
“Woody” Webb, they struggled themselves, making it difficult
to find a provider of the desired to find a waste management
containers: ones that looked company who would agree to
“esthetically pleasing” and such terms.
, could be easily managed by the
Professor
Randy
Johnson
and
"We use so much paper, members of his class
“Environmental
and cardboard when we Science
and
for
unpack, and it just goes Technology
Teachers” plan to
in the trash. We might as
promote the program
well help the environ
and educate the
Olivet community
ment, right?"
about the importance
of recycling.
» AMANDA GORDON
Webb echoes
their desire
for
campus-wide involvement.
custodial staff. Also, he noted,
“Recycling
is
in most scenarios, community everyone’s
responsibility,”
members take items to a he says. “It’s good use of
recycling plant; however, our natural resources and it’s

my hope that everyone will
participate.” .
Also, if students
recycle enough items, United
Disposal will make fewer trips
to campus, decreasing costs to
the university.
Senior
Amanda
Gordon, a child development
major, plans to take advantage
of the program.
“It
helps
the
environment,” she says. “I’ve
been asking before, ‘Why
don’t we recycle here?’ We use
so much paper, and cardboard
when we unpack, and it just
goes in the trash. We might
as well help the environment,
right?”
Junior Brad Krohe, a
communications major, agrees
saying, “As Christians, we are
supposed to be ecologically
responsible.”
See LOCATIONS» PAGE 2

• Fe b ru a ry 2, 2006 • G

NEWS

l im m e r G la ss

i p
■

m

m
iPiL j
m M

19

riy #

J!

GlimmerGlass

m

ïîS b

m

A,
m
mm
m

« B

Editorial Board

M

iP
W

■

Tricia Miller

i

m

« if f

p m

E xecutive editor

Sarah Musselman
B usiness manager

Brian Baker

Recycling bin
locations

W eb editor

News writer

•

Jenny Graves
N ews editor

Hills Hall, in the lower
level laundry room and
second floor TV room

•

Chapman Hall, in the
basement lounge and
first floor laundry room

•

Nesbitt Hall, on both
the first and second
floor laundry rooms

•

Bresee West
Apartments, in the
downstairs laundry
room

S ports editor

•

Howe Hall, in the
lobby/TV area

Emily Davis
KT Johnson

•

Williams Hall, in
the basement laundry
room and the TV area

•

Parrott Hall, in the
basement laundry
room and the third
floor TV room

•

McClain Hall, in
the basement laundry
room and the third
floor TV room

Katie Nichols
V ariety editor

Jonathan Swigart

A&E EDITOR
Hannah Witt
S piritual L ife editor

Jimmy Street

F orum editors

The Glim m erG lass is the
official newspaper o f the
Associated Students of
Olivet Nazarene Univer
sity and a member o f the
Illinois College Press As
sociation. The opinions
expressed in the Glimmer
Glass are those o f each
writer and are not neces
sarily held by the Asso
ciated Students Council,
faculty, administration or
students o f Olivet Naza
rene University.
LETTER SUBMISSION
The Glim m erG lass en
courages readers to re
spond through letters to
the editor. For publication,
letters must be signed and
sent to Glim m erG lass,
Box 6024. The editor re
serves the right to edit let
ters for content, style, and
length. Publication is not
guaranteed. Further inqui
ries may be addressed by
calling the GlimmerGlass
office at campus exten
sion 5315.

Foxes hide on campus
By John Clack

Chris Gibson
Images editor

Students visit the National
Cathedral in W ashington,
D .C.This is the 14th tim e
Bill Dean has led a group
to W ashington for fed 
eral sem inar, a week-long
conference hosted by the
National Association of
Evangelicals. O ther aca
dem ic groups took trips in
January, including a group
o f children's m inistry m a
jo rs w ho w en t to a confer
ence at Disney World and
a group from the English
d ep artm ent w ho w en t to
England. Subm itted photo

•

Gibson Hall, in the
upper floor laundry
room

•

Olde Oak
Apartments, in the
469/489 basement
laundry facility

•

Grand Apartments
in the 255, 258, 287
and 303 downstairs
laundry areas, the 401,
403 and 405 upper
hallways, the 439
backside laundry area,
the 443 basement, and
also by the 413 and
415 backdoors

•

University Place
Apartments, in the
bike sheds at each
building; however,
they may be relocated

Following Christmas
break students and faculty
members began spotting a
pair of wild red foxes on
campus. According to local
wildlife authorities, they were
likely looking for temporary
sanctuary
during
mating
season.
When the foxes were
first seen Jan. 5, Public Safety
Officer Ray Wissbroecker
began researching the wild
animals and their potential
threat. He proceeded to
contact the Kankakee State
Park conservation officer and a
wildlife specialist. Both agreed
the foxes posed little threat to
people on Olivet’s campus
and would likely avoid human
contact.
At the peak of student
sightings,
Public
Safety
received a few calls a day and
office visits by curious students
who had seen the animals
roaming campus. The foxes
were spotted at various campus

locations, often chasing a bird
or squirrel up a tree. No one
reported that the foxes showed
any signs of aggression toward
humans.
Junior religion major
Jeff Anglin saw the male,
identified by brighter orangered fur, rather than the female’s
darker gray-red coat, running
between Hills Hall and Reed
Hall of Science.
“I
didn’t
feel
threatened at all,” Anglin said
after the sighting.
State Park authorities
suspegt the foxes came from
Perry Farm Park to escape
coyotes during fox mating
season, a time when they are
more vulnerable.
Public Safety suspects
the foxes were returning home
when seen crossing Kennedy
Drive Jan. 19, the same day
Director of Public Safety Craig
Bishop sent a campus-wide
e-mail explaining the foxes’
presence. He wrote, “Please
enjoy the beauty of the foxes
and all other natural wildlife

animals on campus while not
attempting to approach in any
manner. Specifically, please
do not attempt to feed or touch
any wild animal.”
Wissbroecker
may
miss the foxes now that they
. seem to have retreated.
“They were enjoyable
to have around, just beautiful
animals,” he said.
Fox visits, however,
remain rare in comparison to
other wildlife inhabitants. In
addition to a large population
of squirrels, birds occupy
parking lot trees and deer
occasionally wander outer
campus. Also, a mother hawk
was seen training her babies to
catch squirrels or smaller birds
during the 2004-05 school
year, leaving their carcasses for
Public Safety to clean up. The
open, less-populated grounds
of Snowbarger Athletic Park
have attracted deer and other
wild animals who are often
discovered trapped in the
fence.

GlimmerGlass adds to online edition
By Tricia Miller

paper edition, and I’ve always
thought it would be great for
Last September the students to be able to discuss
GlimmerGlass launched its their ideas with the entire
first online edition. This spring < campus. I feel that the online
it. has added more online edition is the perfect forum for
just that.”
exclusives and features.
Baker
partnered
In
the
fall
with
AccessONU
to
post the
glimmerglass.olivet.edu
featured the content available program on the site as well,
in the print edition and a couple an option developed with offcampus students in mind.
extra columns.
Also,
in
News,
Now, with the updated
site, readers can register and members of ASC’s executive
post comments about stories council will give updates on
or vote on a poll regarding their councils. This week
senior Molly Taylor will
each issue’s Forum article.
discuss
plans for Women’s
“My vision for the
Residential
Life Minutes from
online edition is that it would
be a source of interaction weekly ASC meetings will
between students,” Web editor also be posted.
In Variety, several
Brian Baker said. “Many
times I have heard students current study abroad students
discussing the articles in the will write reflections on their
Executive editor

time away. Junior Amanda
Shelley, who is interning at
Plugged In magazine as a
part of Focus on the Family
Institute, will discuss her time
in Colorado this issue.
Seventh Reel President
Tristan Riddell has committed
his club to contributing movie
reviews that will be published
in the Arts & Entertainment
section. Riddell is reviewing
the Johnny Cash biopic Walk
the Line this issue. Sports
editor Jimmy Street will
continue to contribute his
column on national sports..
Glimmerglass
staff
plan to add a photo archive and
archives of previous issues.
Baker,
a
senior
computer science major, hopes
to double the weekly number
of visitors to the site.
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Amanda Shelley writes about Focus on
the Family Institute. Check it out
at glimmerglass.olivet.edu.

Baby bottles raise funds for Center
Compassionate Ministries helps Kankakee Crisis Pregnancy Center continue to provide wide
range of free services by collecting change to keep its doors open
By Rachel Green
Variety writer . president of Compassionate Novak volunteered to bring
Ministries, the CPC provides them back to Olivet’s campus.
service to / the women of
“I think God led us
O 1 i v e t ’ s Kankakee
to it because
Compassionate
Ministries by
giving
the CPC is
collected baby bottles full of a s s i s t a n c e "Kankakee is a
really in need
money for the Crisis Pregnancy to
mothers place that needs
of help and
Center (CPC) Jan. 14 through and pregnant
it provides
Feb. 2 in order to fulfill its women. They help and we can
such
a
need for financial help.
offer parenting really be His hands v a l u a b l e
One hundred baby c l a s s e s ,
and feet by reach s e r v i c e , ”
bottles were passed out to pregnancy tests,
Novak said.
Olivet students. Their task was maternity and ing out to them.
“ W h e n
to fill each bottle with as much baby clothing,
we
went
change as they could get. The and counseling, » KATIE NOVAK
there
for
fundraiser, called Change all absolutely PRESIDENT,
the Makom
for Life, was developed to free.
COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES
service
help keep the doors open at
Novak
project saw
the pregnancy center- Due to first heard of the CPC while all the great things that goes
change in management, the volunteering there for a Makum on there, yet saw the obvious
Center was going through service project. While 300 need as well, we all desired to
some difficult times.
bottles were to be passed out help them in some way.”
According
to to neighboring churches, 100
Students were very
sophomore Katie Novak, still did not have a destination. responsive and all the bottles

were
distributed.
Those
involved with the Change
for Life fundraiser were
thoroughly excited by the
response.
Novak hopes Olivet
students will raise about
$1,000 by Feb. 6 and 7, when
the bottles will be turned in.
“I was. incredibly
impressed with the number
of people that wanted to
participate in the fundraiser,”
sophomore Melissa Hurd said.
“It is encouraging ft> see so
many Olivetians interested in
community outreach.”
The Change for Life
campaign isnotthe only activity
Compassionate Ministries has
been involved with this year.
A few events they participated
in last semester were the Crop
Walk for World Hunger, Make

a Difference Day and Trick or
Treat So Others Can Eat. A
new event is planned for every
month.
Novak
believes
Compassionate Ministries is
a great way to reach out to
others.
“Compassionate
Ministries is a way to ‘pop the
bubble’ and reach out to the
community around us,” Novak
said. “Kankakee is a place that
needs help and we can really be
His hands and feet by reaching
out to them.”
Upcoming
events
Compassionate
Ministries
will be involved in are
Orphan’s Emphasis Week and
volunteering at other places
such as the Harbor House,
a local shelter for domestic
abuse victims.

Blood drive one of NSA’s best ever
By Bethany Sackett
Variety writer

Olivet’s blood donors
made for a busy day for
Heartland Blood Drive workers
on Jan. 25. Students filed into
Birchard Gymnasium between
12 p.m. and 6 p.m. with their
sleeves up and ready to give.
Freshman
Dana
Mulder was excited to give
blood for the first time.
“I’ve always wanted
to donate from the time I was
little,” Mulder said. “This is
the first time I’ve been old
enough.”
She explained that her
brother, Devin Mulder, a 2003
Olivet graduate, encouraged
her to participate when he
visited the weekend before the
drive. Mulder said she felt the
time and sacrifice was for a
worthy cause and that she was
making a difference.
“Every donation can
pave up to four lives,” Mulder
stud ents give Diood in Birchard Gym during a blood drive on Jan. 25. The drive w as sponsored by NSA and given
said.
by the Heartland Blood Center. Chris G ibson/Staff
Senior Tracey Staples,
president of the Nursing • for organizations like the participated received a $25
Students in Action (NSA), said Heartland Blood Center and gift certificate for local
that they have certain goals the American Red Cross:
restaurants, which was the
they like to reach with each
Olivet usually hosts current promotional through
Car running rough?
blood drive.
two blood drives a year with the Heartland Blood Center.
“We were very excited- the American Red Cross, one
Check Engine light on?
NSA sponsors the
because we were shooting for each semester. At the end of blood
drives
throughout
See Larry Nottke
130 donors and we got 156,” this school year, however, the year.
As the nursing
Certified
Electrical Specialist
Staples said. “It was one of Olivet will have hosted three. organization on campus, they
the best we’ve ever had.”
The last blood drive will be talk about issues within the
Students on Olivet’s • held on April 5 from 12 p.m. nursing department and serve
937-9281
campus have proven to be an - 6 p.m. in the Turf Room.
as a liaison between professors
560 S. Washington, Kankakee
effective avenue of donation
Students
who and students.

Joe's Automotive Inc
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Film theme inspires band winter show
By Katie Nichols

Variety editor

After weeks of late
night rehearsals and months
of planning, band members
are looking forward to some
much needed sleep and the
long awaited finished product:
the Band Winter Showcase on
Feb. 3 and 4 at 7 and 9 p.m. in
Kresge.
Each year Olivet’s
concert band puts on a variety
show. This year’s theme is
“Cinematic:
Capture
the
Moment.”
“Everything has to do
with movies,” sophomore band
board member Abby Mallett
said. “The acts could be as
abstract as the group wanted,
but they had to have, a movie
in mind.”
The inner workings
of the student-led show began
before Christmas break and
have culminated into a two
week intensive “boot camp”
before the performance.
“Now it is very
hectic,” freshman April Becker
said. “[The group] Across the
Stars has practiced about every
night for an hour or two. It just
depends1on which group you
are in and when you can get

together as to how much you
practice.”
Concertbandmembers
are required to participate in
the Showcase’s opening and
closing sets. They were also
encouraged to join the smaller
acts that make up the' body of
the show. Band board member
Ryan Schultz wrote the drill
for the all-band opener and
closer. He will also conduct it.
“The hardest part has
been staying positive,” Mallett
said. “It’s easy to become
negative because you’re so
busy, have long rehearsals
and get tired, but if you stay
positive rehearsals go by
quicker and you get a lot more
done.”
Acts such as a
percussion cadence, jazz group,
“movie theatre rhythms,”
dancing, color guard feature
and a “Mission Impossible”
ensemble will be performed.
“I’m excited to see the
whole thing come together,”
Mallett said. “All the acts
have worked non-stop, and it’s
exciting to see all the aspects
and concepts coming into one
big show.”
While most of the
profits from the show go toward

Freshm an Todd Hespell, ju n io rs Jerod Collins and Seth Burkey,and sophom ore Tim
Hehn practice for the annual Band W inter Showcase. Chris G ibson/Staff

helping offset the expenses of
the show, that doesn’t faze
band members.
“It’s just something
we can all do for fun,” Becker
said.
The show, which the
band has been performing
for more than five years,

is completely student-led.
According to Mallett, taking
leadership of the show causes
students to work a lot harder
know that they have to pull off
something big.
“A lot of people don’t
really know what the show is,”
Mallett said. “But you can’t

really explain it unless you
go. It’s just a giant fusion of
music.”
The show costs $3 for
students and children under 18
and $5 for adults. Tiger Dollars
and the Student Discount Card
are accepted. Only advance
ticket sales are available.
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Seventh Reel President Tristan Riddell
reviews “Walk the Line.” Check it out
at glimmerglass.olivet.edu.

A& E

Art majors get exposure, scholarships
Annual scholarship show allows Olivet art majors to exhibit their talents while vying for a
total of $10,000 in scholarships
Upcoming Art
Shows
Feb. 6 - 1 0
Ben Schmitt
Marc McLain
Feb. 20 - 24
Michelle Gannon
Feb. 27 - March 3
Hay ley Yoder
Emily Rosner
Mar. 13 —17
Mark Schaefer,
Jordan Smuksta
Ron Gibson
Mar. 20 - 24
Sherri Denault
Mar. 27 - 3 1
Rachel Flippo
Apr. 3 - 7
Chris Gibson
Sarah Parker
Apr. 10 - 21
David M oore
A rtw ork courtesy of Jen Jo nelis

Apr. 2 4 - 28
David Giove
Carly Simpson

Photo courtesy o f Dana Scheller
By Jonathan Swigart

A&E Editor

With
their . work
proudly hung, Olivet freshman,
sophomore and junior art
majors not only submitted
their , work for public view
in the Brandenburg Gallery,
but more importantly for the
chance to win part of a $10,000
scholarship that could help
them continue their education.
The
scholarship
competition, started in 1991,
requires students to create a
piece portraying the meaning
of a given word. They are
allowed to use any medium
(i.e. graphic manipulation,
photography, paint, etc) to
represent the word.
The word for this year’s
competition is “effulgence,”
which, according to the Oxford
American Dictionary, means
radiant or brilliantly shining.
Participants
began
preparing their pieces in
November 2005 for this year’s
judging, which took place
Friday, Jan. 27.

Once the pieces are sophomore Heidi Gross.
finished and submitted, two
Greiner feels that
judges not associated with the this competition is good
•university come in and rate for participants because not
the pieces — labeled only by only does it show them the
number — according to pre competitive side of art, but it
set criteria laid out by the art also encourages them to put in
department.
more of an. effort because of
The number of winners scholarship aspect rather than
each year varies, according to it just being an assignment.
art department chair William
Another benefit this
Greiner, who said that students competition offers is the
with multiple entries have the exposure, which sophomore
chance of winning multiple artist Jennifer Jonelis is .
times. Students may enter as grateful for.
many pieces in the competition
“It’s good to have the
as they like, paying a $10 entry experience of having your
fee for each piece.
artwork up next to other people
Aside from the chance in a gallery,” said Jonelis,
of winning, some of the artists . adding that since not every
feel that the experience of artist gets the chance to have
simply being part of this their work exhibited, she’s
competition will help in the glad to have the chance.
long run.
With
this
year’s
“I wanted to just competition nearly complete,
put forth my best and do Greiner believes that the work
something to the best of- my exhibited by the entrants is a
ability so I put my best effort, step in the right direction for
into the piece I put in, not just the young artists.
to win the scholarship but to
“Each year it gets
help me grow as an artist,” said better and better and better,”

he said. “Students work harder
at it.”
The art show will
be on display to the public
until Saturday, Feb. 3 in the
Brandenburg Gallery, located
on the lower level of Larsen

Fine Arts Center.
Wwinners of the
scholarships will be publicly
announced Friday, Feb. 3 at
9:30 a.m. in Brandenburg
Gallery.

A&E
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White's senior recital kicks off 2 0 0 6
Senior music perform ance m ajor A lan White opens spring 2 0 0 6 senior recital season , more to fo llo w
By Jonathan Swigart
A&E Editor

As is customary for
music performance majors,
a junior and senior recital is
required before leaving Olivet
with a degree. For senior
trumpeter Alan White, one of
a few remaining steps in his
college career was taken with
his senior recital on Jan. 24 in
Kresge Auditorium.
White, a double-major
in Music Performance and
Music Education, completed
seven
different
pieces]
including
Otto
Ketting’s
“Intrada” and Herbert L.
Clarke’s “The Bride of the
Waves.” in a performance that
lasted just over an hour.
Accompanying White
that night were friends and
fellow music majors Ryan
Schultz and Phil DeYoung,
each of whom played a
single piece for the program.
According to White, each
piece characterized different
musical style challenges and
favorites.
For White, the night
was focused mainly on the
task at hand.
“When
I
am
performing, the focus is on the
music. Before I went on stage,
I said a prayer to dedicate my
performance to God,” he said.
It has been 14 years
since White began playing the
trumpet, starting up because of
a friend who also played.

“It was the first
instrument I chose because
my best friend, who was two
years older than me, played it
and made it look very fun,” he
said.

out qnd going through high
school, I never really had any
private instruction. To my
good fortune, I learned how to
develop my own practice habits
to overcome my obstacles

college, White found his work
Upcoming
paying off with only a few
minor things to fix.
Senior Recitals
In preparation for this
performance, White says he
put hours into practicing with
March 2
his trumpet as well as going
over recordings of the pieces Erica Rumbley
he was to play.
^Learning to perform
March 14
is a process. Each experience .
builds upon all the previous Phil DeYoung
ones,” he explained. He
said that other methods of
March 21
preparation that helps him
are vocalizing the music and Heather Eaton
ptudying the piano parts of Scott Maier
each piece.
Reflecting on his
junior recital last year, White
said he feels that he has vastly
improved between then and in church settings,” he said. “ I
now, stating that his education also teach students privately.”
has allowed him to see his own
White’s foremost goal
improvements.
as a musician is being added
“The
process
of to the substitute trumpet list
learning the music taught me for the Chicago Symphony
many things about professional Orchestra.
performance and practice.
“I feel the performance
Now, I can see how I have was the best of. my career,”
improved over the months and said White as he discussed
years.”
the recital that closed out
Following graduation, his college days. He said he
White plans to teach high feels that confidence and
school orchestra, band or even preparation were the keys
both
as he continues to focus to his recital, something he
Senior Alan W hite perform s one of seven pieces during
his career on music.
feels he has gained from the
his senior trum pet recital on Tuesday, Jan . 24 in Kresge
However, he says that different venues he has played
A uditorium . Chris G ibson/Staff
he will keep performing an over the years.
White concedes that without any outside help,” he active part of his life as well.'
“I believe
[God]
his road to this point has not said, adding that it was a long
“I perform frequently blessed me with a great gift,”
been easy.
. learning process.
in local ensembles and am he said, “and I do "my best to
“When I was starting
As he continued on to hired for many trumpet jobs be a worthy steward.”

M RL combats Valentine’s with beards
By Sara Danner

month is too much for you to their legs for the entire month.
bear, then perhaps the prize
In agreement with
Valentine’s Day is
will entice you to participate. Lee’s observation, freshman
right around the comer and
Though this year’s prize has Bethany Sackett boldly gave
what could be better than
yet to be determined, last her opinion of her boyfriend’s
the scratchy feel of your
year’s prize was a brand-new participation.
boyfriend’s rugged . beard
electric razor.
“As attractive as Lee
against your cheek as you
Beards will be judged Adams is when he looks like
receive countless smooches?
on the following five categories: a mountain man, I personally
Feb. 1 marked the
best overall beard, most like him clean shaven,” said
beginning of Olivet’s annual
rugged, puniest, patchiest, and Sackett.
beard month, sponsored by
the “doesn’t look like he went
“When we kiss, the
ONU’s Men’s Residential
though puberty yet” beard.
beard pokes at me. In fact,
Life. Simply put, beard month
What do the majority one time he drew blood with
is a way for the guys of Olivet
of the ladies at Olivet have to his prickly hair,” she said.
to come together and grow —
say about their boyfriend’s “Therefore, if he chooses to
you guessed it — facial hair.
scruffy kisses? According to grow his beard out, we are
One student eager
Lee, there have whispered going to have to abstain from
to participate in the event is
complaints around campus kisses until the month is over.”
freshman Brodie Sharp.
from, girlfriends of the
Nevertheless, the race
“Growing a beard
participants.
for the best beard is on with
gives the guys at ONU a chance Ju n io r Tim Eddy is excited about beard m onth. Chris
“Most girls don’t like what should be an interesting
to voice what they think about G ibson/Staff
•this month,” said Lee, who February at Olivet.
went on to say that there have
themselves by showing their this year. However, Joe Lee, quit,” he said.
male masculinity,” adding, president of Men’s Residential
been
a few cases when some
If ■the thought of
girls
have refused to shave
“Beards are a good idea!”
Life says that not all men have parting with your razor for a
A&E writer

Approximately 50-60
men campus-wide participated
in the event last year. MRL
hopes to exceed that number

what it takes,
“A lot of guys start it
and realize they don’t want to
do the whole month and then
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“As for God, His way is perfect. ... He is
a shield for all who take refuge in Him.”
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Psalm 18:30 (NIV)

Save Our Streets shares love, joy
By Hannah Witt___________

Spiritual Life editor

Save Our Streets
(SOS), a Spiritual Life minis
try that aims to help the home
less, is preparing to go to Chi
cago on Feb. 18 with Manteno
First Church of the Nazarene.
The homeless on
Lower Wacker Drive will be
their main focus. Along with
food and clothes', SOS mem
bers will bring the message of
Christ to the homeless.
SOS leader Trenton
Ivey said, “SOS is intended to
‘help the homeless, helpless
and needy of the Chicago and
Kankakee area.’ In all of our
events we try to keep this our
main focus. It is very evident
that our work is helping by
the responses we get from the
people we work with.”
This is the first event
of the semester for SOS, but
they hope it will be as benefi
cial as their previous ventures
in Chicago.
“When we go to Chi
cago mainly we; walk around
and look for homeless people
to talk to,” said sophomore
Pam Tanis. “Often we will

SOS m em bers baby-sat young children at a wom en's shelter in Chicago last sem ester
w hile their m others attended conferences. SOS brings hope to the less fortunate in
the Kankakee area and Chicago. Subm itted photo

bring them blankets and some
food and then engage them in

conversation.”
Conversations

rangé

from a sports team to telling
them the gospel story'.

“We try to help others
and glorify Christ, and while
we do it we also try to share
the gospel story and show them
Christ’s love,” said Tanis.
One man from Hop
kins Park called the team of
more than 130 students “mir
acle workers.”
“The cool thing about
SOS is that there is really not
a lot of commitment required,”
said Ivey. “E-mails are sent out
to everyone on the mailing list
whenever we have an event.
This provides a lot of flexibil
ity for SOS and the people in
it.”
Though not' much
commitment is required, be
coming involved can impact
on members’ lives.
“Being in SOS has
stretched my faith and social
skills because I have been put
in places where my faith has
been tested by people of this
world, yet I’ve come out on
top,” said Tanis.
For more information,
see web.olivet.edu/clubs/sos,
or e-mail SOS@olivet.edu and
ask to be on the mailing list.

T-shirts benefit Ugandan child soldiers
By Blake Gardner

Spiritual Life writer

‘“Dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord! This is what
the Sovereign Lord says to
these bones: I will make breath
enter you, and you will come
to life ... and breath entered
them; they came to life and
stood up on their feet—a vast
army,” reads Ezekiel 37 (NIV).
This chapter has become the
basis for the local movement
You See Bones, I See an
Army, which raises money to
support the Invisible Children
organization.
In the spring of 2005
T-shirts were made with the
phrase You See Bones on
the front and I See an Army
on the back. Former Olivet
student Kyle Murphy came up
with the idea to raise money
for Invisible Children, which
helps children in northern
Uganda who are forced to go
to war and die for a country
they do not support or really
know anything about.
These T-shirts are
making a statement, helping
those less fortunate and
voicing to the world that this
generation is not a lost cause
but instead one that can make

Form er Olivet students Curtis McNeal (left) and Kyle
M urphy created the "You See Bones, I See an Arm y"
T-shirts. The T-shirts help raise m oney for the Invisible
Children organization helping child w arriors in northern
Uganda. Subm itted photo

a difference.
Senior
Jordan
Mitchell, current designer of
the T-shirts said, “Kyle and I
became interested in Invisible
Children after seeing Rough
Cut on Feb. 14, 2005. [The

filmmakers] asked people to
help them, and we took it on
as a worthy cause.”
Invisible Children is
coming to Olivet on tour, and
will be showing their newest
documentary in Kresge, Feb.

28 at 8 p.m. with new updates,
merchandise, and new film
footage and admission is free.
Around 1970 Pete
Townshend of The Who wrote
a song called “Baba O’Riley.”
The song was about leaving a
teenage wasteland into a holy
land. The idea was that the
culture was mounting up to
nothing. The chorus rings out,
“Teenage wasteland, it’s only
teenage wasteland, teenage
wasteland, they’re all wasted.”
A teenage wasteland seems
about right. I mean, what are
we mounting up to? Where are
we going?
Murphy and Curtis
McNeal, another former Olivet
student, decided we still have
hope. They decided that we
aren’t completely useless, and
we haven’t lost our chance yet.
After watching the Invisible
Children movie they began
making their own T-shirts, and
today senior Jordan Mitchell
still makes them. These shirts
have sold hundreds of dollars
locally and in youth groups
across the Midwest. All of that
money is going to be used to
save the lives of children in
Uganda.
“The goal of these
shirts is to bring attention to

Invisible Children and the
work they are doing,” said
Mitchell. “People should
support this after they realize
that as Christians we are to do
all we can for the marginalized,
the oppressed, the needy and
the hungry.”
The main idea that
Curtis and Kyle got out of it
is this; No, we are not useless.
Yes, we are needed. There is
hope for us. That hope is in
God, and with his breath, we
can be an army. But we have
the choice of whether or not
we wish to be bones, and
whether or not we wish to be
an army. Most people will
think it’s a joke or another fad
and believe that we are indeed
bones. Only by our actions can
we prove that we are an army.
Not an army of one an army of
people who believe that we can
change our world into a world
of peace, love, and truth. But
we do more than believe. We
act.
T-shirts
can
be
purchased
for
$10
at
bonesarmytees.pbwiki.com.
More
information
about the Invisible Children
organization can be found at
invisiblechildren.com.
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Run for God’s glory, rely on Him
Sophomore class chaplain tells his personal race fo r Christ, how he learned to use God’s strength
By Scott McConnell_______
Spiritual Life writer

When I was a wrestler
in high school, I constantly
wanted ' to find out what
next step I needed to take
to become a little bit better,
More weight training, more
conditioning, learning a new
move or improving my stance,
whatever it might take to get to
the next level.
The apostle Paul had
a similar attitude toward his
spiritual life. Paul reminded
Timothy to “train yourself
to be godly” (1 Timothy 4:7
NIV). Paul wanted to Timothy
to see that becoming more like
Christ doesn’t just happen; it is
something that must be sought
after.
In 1 Corinthians 9:2426, Paul says, “Do you not
know that in a race all the
runners run, but only one gets
the prize? Run in such a way
as to get the prize. Everyone
who competes in the games
goes into strict training. They
do it to get a crown that will
not last; but we do it to get a
crown that will last forever.
Therefore I do not run like a
man running aimlessly; I do
not fight like a man beating
the air” (NIV). Paul was not
just strolling along the path
to holiness, he was running as
if in competition, and he was
running with a purpose.
Becoming
more
Christ-like doesn’t always
seem as exciting as running a
race for a prize, though. I will
admit that there have been
times I was trying to live for
Christ, and quite frankly, it did

Our spiritual lives can
feel as if I were beating the air
feel like that too. The effort is
or running aimlessly.
I started wrestling my there, but the results aren’t.
sophomore year because the I honestly believe that most
coach assured me that I’d be people want to do what it takes
able to get my varsity letter. to continually grow in Christ.
There were quite a few open Most of us make some attempt
spots on the team. I didn’t even to become more like Him,
have to win; I just had to wrestle whether it is getting up in the
a certain number of varsity morning to pray, reading a few
chapters of the
matches.
Bible daily or
So I figured "God calls us to
rolling out of
Why . hot, keep struggling,
'bed
Sunday
it was my
even
when
it
feels
morning.
only chance
B u t
at a varsity like it's a losing
there
have
letter
and
battle.
...H
e
gives
been times in
who knows,
my walk with
maybe I’ll us His strength to
Christ
when I
actually
keep
struggling
simply felt like
be good at
I was running
it. I most with."
aimlessly,
as
certainly
though
I
were
was not good
at it. I had no innate skill for beating the air. I worked hard
the sport. I wasn’t built for it at wrestling for three years;
but it just didn’t seem to show
physically or mentally.
But I wanted to be on the mat. There have been
good, and I was convinced times where I was trying to
if I worked harder I would live a changed life, but the
inevitably become a good changed part just didn’t seem
wrestler. If the team was to be happening.
I started my wrestling
running in practice, I was trying
to keep up with the fastest guys career with high expectations,
on the team. When it was time but I never maintained ah even
for push-ups, I was doing all I record. I reflect on how many
could to lift myself off the mat radical verses I have read in
for one more. When I wrestled the Bible that filled my heart
in practice, I went all out. I
outworked the vast majority of
the team every day.
But when it came
time to put on a spandex
singlet and head gear, check
in at the table and shake hands
with my opponent, I rarely had
my hand raised at the end of
the match.

with high expectations that
ended up out of my grasp.
So what happens after
you have heard the sermon five
times, tried to live it all five, and
still come up short? I generally
stop fighting as hard in that
area. I might even start looking
for a “deeper meaning” to that
passage instead of taking it so
literally. That’s not what God
wants.
He wants us to keep
striving after Him with all
we have. He wants us to keep
running the race as if the end
might be just around the comer.
My three-year wrestling career
wielded very little results on
the mat, but I was able to live
my faith before my team and
my coaches. They saw me
stick it out everyday and work
hard, though everyone knew
I’d never contend for state
champion or even a winning
record.
God used that to bring
His name glory, not through a
miraculous wrestling career,
but through someone who
struggled and was weak but
didn’t quit.
God calls us to keep
struggling,’ even when it feels
like a losing battle. The good
news is that He gives us His
strength to keep struggling

Warrick to
speak at revival
Feb. 5-8
lives.
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with. “To this end I labor,
struggling with all his energy,
which so powerfully works in
me,” wrote Paul in Colossians
1:29 (NIV. emphasis mine).
When we struggle with the
energy God gives, and not
our own, He always comes
through. When we start living
our faith for His glory, it
becomes a different battle.
He is willing to transform and
build up an image of who He is
in us so long as we understand
it is by His power we do these
things.
Every believer is
called to run the race- for an
everlasting crown, but not
every believer runs for God’s
glory. If I ever try to run the
race by my own strength, I am
running it for my glory, and I
will always come up short.
But when I run the
race for His glory, He gives
me the strength to run the
race like one who deserves an
everlasting crown.
In the end all will see
how great God is, but He has
a plan for revealing Himself
and invites us to be part of it.
Don’t just run the race, mn it
for His glory with the strength
He gives. You’ll never find
yourself running aimlessly or
beating the air again.

College Church of the
Nazarene in Bourbonnais is
By Hannah Witt
the sponsor of winter revival,
Spiritual Life editor and they chose Warrick.
Though the chaplain’s
Dr. J.K. Warrick, gen office did not choose the
eral superintendent for the speaker they are still excited to
Church of the Nazarene, will see what will happen.
“We are very excited
speak for the winter revival se
about the revival team that is
ries on Feb. 5-8.
Warrick was recently coming this year,” said Assis
nominated to the position of tant Chaplain Beth Olney. “We
superintendent at the 26th an anticipate that it will challenge
nual General Assembly of and move students along in
their spiritual journey’s.”
Nazarene Churches in 2005.
Accompanying War
Warrick has been a
rick
will
be full-time concert
pastor for 38 years, including
ministers
Kim and Brian Ta
12 years at College Church of
the Nazarene in Olathe, Kan. bor' Both have a great amount
He is excited about the op of musical experience in both
portunity to assist the global leading worship and concerts.
Brian sings and plays
church in his current position.
One of his central the piano and has also been
goals is to help God’s people recognized at the national lev
to know which path to take el as one of the top Ministers
in finding God’s Will for their in Worship'. After becoming

a worship leader and helping
to teach other future worship
leaders at Anderson Universi
ty, Brian decided to step down
and become fully involved in a
ministry with his wife travel
ing and giving concerts.
Kim has made a name
for herself touring with singer
Sandi Patty. She is also part of
a singing studio in Indiana.
Together Brian and
Kim have recently- come out
with a new recording labeled
“It’s Time” which can be heard
and bought online at www.
taborministries.com.
The album is a focused
on surrendering completely
to God in all areas of our life
whether we feel the need or
not.
Along with Warrick,
Kim and Brian where also
chosen by College Church and
will bring a different form of
revival through the campus.

Check out Jimmy’s
Super Bowl XL preview
exclusively at glimmerglass.olivet.edu
BASEBALL

Opening day approaching quickly
On Feb. 1 7, the Tigers w ill travel to Tennessee to begin the quest fo r their first World Series in three years
Projected Line-up
RF

Darin Zimmerman, senior
CCAC Honorable Mention
CF
Ryan Morefield, junior
All-Region at Illinois Central
SS
John Arisohn, senior
Hit .378 as All-American
C
Darren Meloche, senior
Bellevue (Neb.) transfer

LF
Rich Rossano, senior
Led ONU in homeruns
IB

Jeff Alexander, freshman
.594,13 HR in high school

Subm itted photo

By Caleb Benoit
Sports writer

Finding talent has
been the last concern of the
Olivet Nazarene University
baseball team in recent years.
But finding the right
place for that talent will be the
challenge this season for the
Tigers, who are looking for
their fifth CCAC title in seven
seasons.
Returning are four
starting position players —
and three of last year’s top four
starting pitchers — but all four
will likely play a new posi
tion.
“I think we’re going to
hit the ball better, and I think
we’ll have a little better team
speed,” said head coach Elliot
Johnson, who owns a .762 win
ning percentage in seven sea
sons at Olivet. “I think we’ll
also have some more pitching
depth.”
John Arisohn, a NAIA
All-American Honorable Men
tion, moves from third base to
shortstop. The California na
tive led the team in hits and
runs last season.
He will likely play
across from Elliot Procyshen,
who may split time at second
with Rich Rossano if he’s not
100 percent. Like Arisohn,
Procyshen played all 52 games
(at multiple positions) last
year, while Rossano will also
see time in left field and as the
designated hitter.

Also rotating over
is leadoff man Darin Zim
merman, who relocates from
center field to left field after
shoulder surgery this summer.
He makes room for one of two
significant transfers, Ryan Mo
refield. Morefield will fill cen
ter and is one of three players
to hit .400 or better in Illinois
Central College history.

"I think we're go
ing to hit the ball
better...have a
little better team
speed...[and] we'll
also have some
more pitching
depth."
» ELLIOT JOHNSON
HEAD COACH

The other notable
transfer is Darren Meloche,
a left-handed hitting catcher
from Bellevue University
(Neb.), a NAIA baseball pow
er. He hit .378 at Bellevue
(ranked as high as No. 4 last
season) before being sidelined
by Tommy John surgery. He
will also help fill the DH role.
The Tigers also have
experience and depth return
ing on the mound, despite the
loss of two-time NAIA All-

American Rick Weber. Tyler
Delamater, who was golden for
ONU last season, didn’t lose a
start and will ace the staff this
year.
He is followed by ju
nior Luke Highley and sopho
more Matt Seufert. Highley
earned the team’s final win
of the 2005 postseason with a
complete-game performance.
Senior Jay Sayes will
also serve as a starter, and a
host of others (including Da
vid Dugger, Nick Austin and
Ryan Fomeris) will look to fill
in the back of the rotation.
As far as the rest of
the lineup, several 'freshmen
will be asked to play impor
tant roles — something that
Johnson has not done a lot of
in recent years.
“It’s kind of rare for
us,” Johnson said. “But you
might see two or three of them
in the starting lineup.”
Jeff Alexander put
up off-the-chart numbers at
Armstong-Potomac (111.) High
School and will man first
base, while fellow freshman
Pete Smidt has been playing
well and has the inside track
at third. Phil Colling, another
freshman, is capable of playing
a variety of positions and will
serve in platoon situations.
At first glance it might
seem that these Tigers are
young and a bit out of posi
tion, but if the Tigers can find
the right place for the talent

they do have, they will be dangerous once again this year.
The Tigers’ first game
will be on the road at Freed
Hardeman (Tenn.) on Feb. 17.

2B
Elliot Procyshen, senior
Career .985 fielder
3B

Pete Smidt, freshman
Could see time on the mound
P
Tyier Delamater, senior
9-0, 1.61 ERA in 61 innings

Netherton’s
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• Body & Frame Work
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10
BA SKETBA LL B R IEFS
G l i m m e r G l a s s • Feb ru a ry 2, 2006

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Tigers cruise in win over Purdue- Calumet
On Jan. 31 the men’s team traveled to Calumet for their
second consecutive road game, and after falling behind in the
early minutes of the game, the Tigers (14-9, 5-1) kicked things
into gear and rolled by Purdue-Calumet (11-11,4-2), 71-57.
The Tigers forced 21 turnovers and outscored the Per
egrines, 26-14 in points off turnovers.
In the first half, Olivet shot 15-30 from the floor and
went into the locker room with a 17-point advantage.
Olivet dominated in the paint, outscoring the home team
38-24 down low.
Phil Howell was 3-5 from downtown and led the Tigers
with 13 points in the contest. Zach Birkey and Zach Johnson
each contributed five assists and three Tigers each grabbed five
boards.

No. 24 St. Xavier hands menfirst CCAC loss
On Jan. 28 the Tigers took their undefeated conference
record on the road to Chicago to face No. 24 St. Xavier (111.) and
fell to the Cougars 66-70.
Micah Lavender was a perfect 6-6 from the field in the
first half, including two of two from three-point range. The Ti
gers ended the first half up 38-32.
However, in the second half, the tides would turn as the
Cougars’ Jabari Saunders scored 15 of his game-high 23 points,
and the Tigers couldn’t seem to connect from the free-throw
line.
In the second half, the Tigers were a dismal 2-9 from
the charity stripe and shot just 20 percent from three-point range
as St. Xavier pulled ahead for good with around two minutes to
play.
Start Chismark, Nick Livas and Lavender all scored 10
points apiece to lead the Olivet scoring attack.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Tigers roll, crush Purdue-Calumet by 31
, ' This season when the women’s basketball squad scores
more than 100 points, they have lost only one game, and Tues
day night the Tigers (11-12, 4-2) broke the century mark to de
feat Purdue-Calumet (9-13, 1-5) 108-77.
At the time of the deadline, the box score was not avail
able to the GlimmerGlass. Check olivet.edu/athletics for further
information about the Tigers’ win.
The next three women’s games will be on the road as the
Tigers continue CCAC play.

Womenfa ll short in battle at No. 19 St. Xavier
After walking all over Robert Morris on Jan. 24, the
Olivet women’s basketball team hit the road to face No. 19 St.
Xavier (111.) and fell short to the Cougars, 89-102.
Sophomore Hilary Disch led the Tigers in scoring with
17 points and Poppy Miller, Missy Kalas and Brooke Peterson
also scored double figures for Olivet.
Three St. Xavier players yielded more than 20 points
apiece. Angie Brown led the Cougars with 29 points.
Before shooting 50 percent from thee-point range in the
second half, the Tigers struggled in the first half and shot just 15
percent from deep.
The Cougars outscored the Tigers 35-25 in points off
turnovers.

FORUM

Should Christians have
a political agenda?
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Cast your vote at glimmerglass.olivet.edu.

Christianity confronts dominant culture
Truly “Christian”politics pledges allegiance whole-heartedly to God alone
By Marcus Winn

Forum writer

Christianity began as
more than simply a religion.
Christianity, in its very
beginning, was an alternative
to . the dominant culture.
When the world said “an eye
for an eye,” Jesus said, “Turn
the other cheek.” When the
world said that lepers were
“outcasts from society,” Jesus
said, “be healed.”
When
Pilate demanded the death of
Jesus, Jesus defied the Roman
government and refused to
stay dead. Counter-cultural
Christianity is what I propose
we return to.
Counter-culturalism
affects every aspect of daily
life, but for now let’s focus
on its political implications.
America is becoming more and
more immoral. Christians from
all political perspectives can at
least agree to that observation.
Our political situation reminds
me of the story of Moses.
Moses lived as a member of

the family of Pharaoh. When
he realized he was actually a
Hebrew, and not an Egyptian,
he was able to identify the
true reality, that the Egyptian
government was exploiting and
oppressing the Hebrew people.
What’s more, Pharaoh justified
his oppression with false
Egyptian religion. Christians
in the U.S. are beginning to
see abuses of power in the
form of corruption, immoral
war, domestic spying, etc.
Yet our government -justifies
exploitation and oppression
in the name of the religion of
state security.
When God called
Moses to defend the Hebrew
people, Moses’ coufse of
action was surprising. He
left his affluent lifestyle and
joined his true people: the
Hebrews, the slaves. Moses
does not go through the
proper political channels and
propose legislation to end
the exploitation, but spoke
the truth bluntly. Moses does

not cry for equal recognition
within Egyptian culture, but
builds an alternative culture.
Moses does not build an army
to fight Pharaoh, but allows the
Lord to fight for the Hebrews.

"Anyone who
pledges allegiance
to a party, a prin
ciple, or even a na
tion-state ...along
side allegiance to
God is incapable
of pursuing God's
demands for Chris
tian living.'//
While
legislation
that limits the ability for
government to oppress and
exploit is good, legislation
is not the answer to pursuing
a Christian political agenda.
Even in politics, Christianity

is counter-cultural. Instead of
looking to the government to
solve problems, Christianity
pursues a political agenda that
speaks the truth to the ‘powers
that be.’
Christians pursue a
political agenda, not where
sheltered millionaires attempt
to understand the dynamics
of poverty and suffering, but
where we share in the pains
and joys of those we attempt
to help; a political agenda that
takes seriously Jesus’ words,
“do not resist the evil person,”
and refuses to retaliate in
violence; a political agenda
that seeks the flourishing of
relationships in all segments of
society, not just the segments
that donate to a campaign.
Neither Republicans
nor Democrats will like these
words, for they represent
the dominant culture. Yet if
we are to remain true to our
tradition, we must recognize
that the ‘powers that be’ are
completely,
entirely
and

Want to respond?
You have 3 options:

D A V IS
«CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Danforth said, “What we also cannot use politics as unite under the fundamental
is divisive and destructive is our own personal religious Biblical principles of love,
the notion that I am for God . crusade.
Paul’s call to act humility and servanthood?
and you are not. That way of with humility reminds us that
Idealistic?
Maybe.
thinking leaves little chance we cannot presume that our What this unification would
for bridging differences.”
agenda is the agenda of God serve, however, would be the
Thus we find a - and no one but the prophets reuniting of believers in Christ
challenge set to those of the have ever been able to claim - men and women of a common
Christian community that that they speak for God.
savior. And, if these principles
suggests that it is not wrong
were truly at the basis
for Christians to have a "All
of us, liberal or of our political agendas,
political agenda. Instead,
then no longer would
it is wrong for politically conservative, see through we be content to fill our
active
Christians
to a glass darkly."
time with empty debate
assume that their exact
and hollow promises
ideology is the ideology
to the disenfranchised.
of God. Then some use »JOHN DANFORTH
Instead, these debates
FORMER U.S. SENATOR
this ideology, or the “God
would lead to real and
is on my team” mentality,
effective social action,
for personal glorification,
At the risk of sounding in the name of the Lord.
which has been a common, idealistic, what if Christians
Still, the first step
and unfortunate, mistake made across the nation decided to will be when we each decide
by many Christians in the apply Christ’s love and humility to abandon our individual
political realm.
to their political agendas? agendas and, as Danforth
Danforth goes on to Instead of constantly battling suggests, realize our selfback up this concept through our political opponents, should righteousness.
Paul’s practical advice to the we - could we - treat them
He says, “The language
Philippians. “Do nothing from with love and respect? It would used - that of disavowal - is not
selfish ambition or conceit,” only be through this avenue helpful. Nor is the assumption
the apostle wrote, “but in that the Christians of America that any political agenda,
humility regard others as better •could unify and no longer liberal or conservative, is
than yourselves.”
find themselves subjected to God’s agenda. All of us, liberal
How
does
this political ideologues hunting or conservative, see through a
translate into modem politics? for a large group of supporters glass darkly.”
Well, to begin with, we cannot to pander their ideas to. Instead
be afraid to apply our faith to of dividing themselves on
our political actions. However, menial issues, could Christians

utterly apathetic to message of
Christ, whether conservative
or liberal.
For our politics to
be truly “Christian,” our
allegiance must be whole
heartedly to God. Anyone who
pledges allegiance to a party,
a principle, or even a nation
state before or alongside
allegiance to God is incapable
of pursuing God’s demands
for Christian living.
Building a alternative
community based on Jesus’teaching of love as opposed
to our capitalist inclination to
competition may sound radical,
extreme, and impractical. But,
what has been accomplished
by submitting Christianity to
the dominant culture? Has
America seen Christianity
increase or decrease in
perceived relevance? I think
we all know the answer. What
have we to lose that has not
already been lost through
submission to the powers? We
have only to gain.
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Should Christians have political agendas?
POINT

H u m ility n ecessa ry f o r su ccessfu l
C h ristian agen da
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By Emily Davis
Forum co-editor

“You all pretty much
think the same way anyway,
don’t you?”
I cannot tell you how
many times I’ve been asked
this question by old friends,
and fellow political science
majors, from colleges all over
the state. Usually I laugh,
and respond with some brief
explanation of how the students
of Olivet actually possess a
broader spectrum of political
ideas than an outside source
may realize - and even though
a majority of us are Christians,
we don’t ‘all think the same.’
Recently, though, I’ve begun
to wonder if maybe this isn’t
such a laughing matter.
I am fully aware

that Christians and Christian
universities
are typically
aligned .with the conservative
right - but is it appropriate
to
automatically
assign
this political agenda to all
Christians? Should Christians
have a political agenda at all?
Upon further thought,
I came to the conclusion that
it is not really a question of
whether or not Christians
should possess a political
agenda, but rather if it is even
possible for Christians to be
active members of society
without a political agenda.
The answer would be simply
no. I believe that it is inevitable
for those of any faith to have a
political agenda and for their
faith to shape this agenda.
Faith often forms the basis

WM

for our actions and our ethical
boundaries, both of which find
tangible manifestations in the
political arena. A debating
arena which finds its very
reason for existence is to
serve as the public’s forum for
vocalizing the need for actions
that will, ideally, better our
nation. Naturally, the conflict
of this arena enters in when
we realize that not not even all
Christians agree on what will
makes this nation better for the
whole.
What are we to do
then? Can we fight the divisive
nature of American politics
without compromising our
beliefs? Yes, I believe we
can. Rev. John Danforth, a
former Senator and now an
Episcopalian
clergyman,
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spoke at Harvard last fall on
the issue of Christianity’s
place in politics. Danforth
asserted that though religion in
politics can, be divisive, it need

not be. People of faith, as far
back as Joseph in his service
under Pharaoh, have worked
for the common good through
government and politics.
See DAVIS> PAGE 11
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By KT Johnson
Forum co-editor

This
is extreme!
There is a new Christian party
forming, and guess what?
They will vote exactly the way
you want them to, as long as
you don’t interfere with the
international plans they have.
It’s nothing too harsh,
just some genocide, a little
bit of child prostitution, and
spurring on tribal warfare in
Africa. You don’t have to
worry, though, because in the
U.S. all homosexuals will be
forced to go to counseling,
and all abortion clinics will be
closed!
That is the reality we
are facing today. Christian
political players (those who
are focused on getting the
evangelical vote) are fighting
for the two major issues on the
Christian mind: overthrowing
Roe v. Wade and adding the
federal marriage amendment.
Yet
those
sanie

politicians are sending more
and more soldiers over to Iraq,
could be best friends with Tom
Delay, and are more willing
to protest at an abortion clinic*
than to work on a bill to
counsel •child pomographers.
While thé religious freedom
act was passed, the work
being done is limited. While
child prostitution is outlawed,
child prostitution is the most
thriving business worldwide!
Let’s
rewind
to
the days pre-World War II.
Adolf Hitler was in control
of Germany, and the church
was in his back pocket simply
because Hitler let the church
get what it wanted and in
return, the church left Hitler
alone as he placed the Jews in
’death camps.
I am not comparing
Hitler to President Bush,
but what I am saying is that
despite history playing itself
out, this was not the first time
that the church ignored what

was going on with the state.
Rewind further back to the.
days of the French Revolution,
farther back to the days of the
Conquistadors, and in between

"While faith
should not be
sidelined by any
means, Christians
playing hardball
with politicians
is not the answer
either."
all that time were days when
the church was killing for their
cause as well.
The church has just
as much influence on the
government as the government
has on the church, and
throughout history the poor
have taken the hardest blow to

the gut. When the church ruled
the state, peasants were forced
to pay for forgiveness, people
were to take up arms against
other religions, and it does not
make sense to repeat history in
our democratic state.
While faith should not
be sidelined by any means,
Christians playing hardball
with politicians is not the
answer either.
Obviously the faithbased initiative helped giving
governmental aid to faith-based
groups and non-governmental
organizations and helped the
church get involved in a more
Constitutional manner.
Meanwhile,
it
also allowed the Bush
administration to cut federal
funding on the governments,
domestic programs. Easily
using the faith-based initiative
as a scapegoat to spend more
money on the war and less on
helping the poor in the U.S.
At the same time,

Christian leaders and churches
are praying for Supreme Court
openings, voting only for
Christians or those who are antiabortion and anti-gay rights,
using the democratic state to
their advantage, hoping that
when “Christians”dominate
Congress, the Supreme Court,
and the Oval Office they can
work to “evangelize through
law.” In my eyes this is the
exact opposite of what Jesus
was trying to accomplish in
His day.
So who . is playing
whom? With the government
using the church as a scapegoat
and the church trying to get
all the right people into the
government, who is forcing
beliefs? Can we truly state
the secular ideology is being
forced upon Christians? And
can non-Christian government
leaders say that Christians are
forcing ideology upon them?
Yes. Because that is
politics.

